Linux User's Guide To The Basics: All you need to know to use Linux
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Section 1: Hard drives, Partitions, and File Systems explained

Linux manages your hard drives and partitions in order of how they are formatted on your
computer. For example, if you have one hard drive, it will be labeled as HDA or SDA. If a
second hard drive is added, then it will be HDB or SDB. Partitions are labeled as follows:
HDA1, HDA2, HDB1, HDB2. Therefore, if you have one hard drive containing Windows and
Linux, then it will be labeled as follows: HDA1 i Windows and HDA2 i Linux. If you have one
hard drive containing Windows and a second containing Linux, then Windows will be on HDA,
and Linux, HDB.
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Below you will find some basic information regarding the folder system on Linux:
[: This is where the Linux system and all of its files are stored, also known as ROOT.

/mnt: Mount point for a mounted filesystem like /mnt/cdrom. All of your devices are generally
found here, such as your CD-ROM and DVD-ROM drives.

/home/luser( Aiuser 06 i s the name of the session, or us
Linux operating system, like on Windows): This is where all your personal files and user

program files are found. Most of the program files are hidden and can be seen by clicking on

AVl BW SHOW HI DDEN FILESO in the toolbar in the

There are many other folders, but for basic use, those are the most important ones listed
above.

Section 2: Creating a shortcut to show your Linux hard drive or partition

While on your desktop, right-c | i ck and c-hldNKST® DEVICE W HARD DISC

DEVI CHame the shortcut and then click on the AL
select your Linux hard drive or partition. You may also do the same for your other hard drives

and/or partitions.
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Section 3: Installing necessary audio and video codecs

Before diving into basic commands, note that most Linux distributions do not come with all the
necessary video and audio codecs to play audio and video files.

The best place to find the codecs is here:
http://www.mplayerhg.hu/homepage/design7/codecs.html
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If your distribution has Konqueror (SU) Root File Manager, simply launch it and enter your
Root Password. An explorer window will appear. Browse to /usr/local/lib and create a new
folder, as you would do on Windows, by right-clicking anywhere in the white folder area and

select>5 " REOWDERO. Name t he f ol vdfeder, vihclhostoeld s 0 . E |
now be located in /usr/local/lib/codecs, and open up the previously extracted folder of
codecs. Select all theAcoanenttlsermydrmpagsaliingt Mid

contents into your codecsf ol der and s el e ¥ducdulhasd Gse KrEsS&IEro .
(Root Mode). Launch it and enter your Root Password. On the left side, you will see your
Root, or system folders and files. On the right side, you will see your personal, user folders
and files. Browse to /usr/local/lib/ in the left window and then create anew fi ¢ 0 d efoldeiQ
as stated above. Browse to the extracted folder containing the codecs in the right window
and then drag and/or copy the contents into the codecs folder. You have now installed the
necessary codecs that Linux needs to read audio and video files.
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However, if your distribution does not have Konqueror Root File Manager or Krusader (Root
Mode), you will have to use the Konsole to copy the codecs to /usr/local/lib/codecs. First,
rename the folder containing the codecs to i ¢ o d e. d\ex§ make sure the folder is on your

desktop. I f i1t is not, then click on it, drag
l aunch a Konsol e. Enter Asuodo, which means Supe
Finally, enter the following line: cp /user/home/Desktop/codecs /usr/localllib ( Auser 0 i s |

name of the session, or user account, that is being used on the Linux operating system, like
on Windows).
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terr‘y@localhost:~$ su
Password:
root@localhost: /home/terry# cp /user/home/Desktop/codecs /usr/local/libJj

Tij[ & shell

Now you may verify that the folder is there by clicking on your Linux Hard Drive shortcut and
browsing to /usr/local/lib/codecs.

Section 4: Basic Konsole commands

The Konsole is the fundamental way to manage the entire Linux operating system. There is
no need to be afraid of it. After learning some essential commands, it actually becomes a
pleasure to use. Sometimes, using the Konsole is unavoidable on Linux. Therefore, having a
handful of useful and regularly used commands is very important.

Super User or Root: su then enter your Root Password

Change directory: cd /home/user/Desktop directs you to the Desktop in the Konsole.

List directory contents: Is

Copy one file or folder into another folder: cp /user/home/Desktop/test.doc /usr/local/lib puts
the file, Atest.doco into the folder [/1ib.



Note that if you wish to copy or move a file anywhere other than your HOME directory,
meaning within the Linux system, you need to be Super User before doing so.
Ot herwise, you will get an error, such as, fper

Updating system and menu database: updatedb updates the system database and should be
done regularly, especially after installing and removing programs. update-menus updates
the menu database.

Locating files: locate (Note: make sure you have updated the database (updatedb) before
using this command.)

Unzipping .tar.gz files: tar xvfz file.tar.gz -C /home/user/Desktop unzips the file and copies
its contents to your Desktop. tar xvfz file.tar.gz simply unzips the file and puts the contents
in the same place where the original .tar.gz file is.

Unzipping .tar.bz2 files: tar xjvf file.tar.bz2
Making folders: mkdir folder

Deleting files and folders: rm /home/user/filetxtr e moves the file Afil e. t x
folder, while rm -rf /home/user/foo/d el et es t he ndf oontsentwelyder and i

To make an ISO from your CD/DVD, place the media in your drive but do not mount it. If it
automounts, unmount it. Then use the following commands:

dd if=/dev/dvd of=dvd.iso # for dvd
dd if=/dev/cdrom of=cd.iso # for cdrom

To install an .sh file, make sure you are Super User (ROOT) and type: ./filename.sh
For example, if you have an .sh file on your desktop, launch a Konsole and type:

cd /homel/user/Desktop
[filename.sh

To install a .tar program that is located on your Desktop, for example, type:
cd /homel/user/Desktop/name_of folder

Jconfigure
make

su

make install

Jconfigure
make
make install

Toinstall a .run file,right-c | i ck on the file and go to APROPER
and make sure fAEXECUT AB lattsimply dick onithe Gl&kteldunchit. Af t er t

Turning off computer: halt (as Super User)



